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From the Editor 



In this issue of Muscogiana, the work of four well-known local history authors is presented. Our 
lead article is by Roger Harris, a native of Columbus, who attended public schools in Muscogee County 
and received a bachelor's degree in English from Columbus College (now CSU). He received a master's 
degree in French from Auburn University and a master's degree in library science from the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where he also did graduate work in French and English. In the mid-1980s, 
he spent a year in Aix-en-Provence, as the recipient of a Fulbright award for American teachers in French 
high schools. He is the author of Our Town: An Introduction to the History of Columbus, Georgia, which 
was published by the Historic Columbus Foundation, Inc., in 1992, and is employed at the College Board 
in New York, N.Y. The Starkes of Starke Avenue is the first part of an expertly researched history of the 
Starkes and related families. 

Next, Dr. Richard Gardiner, Professor of History Education at Columbus State University, 
documents John Stith Pemberton's Civil War service and his war wound that played an unexpected part in 
the development of Coca-Cola. In the third article, Callie B. McGinnis provides an index to the 1902 
Souvenir Cook Book of the K.F.A. of Columbus, Georgia: Containing Favorite Recipes Contributed by 
Various Notable Columbus Housewives. The last feature is by Louise "Biddy" Barfield Hammett with 
Callie B. McGinnis and is the tale of rare objects which belong to the Oglethorpe Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution and are currently on display at the Columbus Museum. Mary Ann 
Blood Blackmar (Mrs. A. 0. Blackmar) and Araminta Lee Long Flournoy (Mrs. Moffett Flournoy) are 
responsible for the existence of these objects, and within this article, their stories are told. 

For researchers, this issue is a gold mine of information. There are over 600 entries in the index, 
and the footnotes are a primer for research. 



Mimi P. Childs 



On the cover: The photograph is a detail from 'Tech Delegation," which appears in full on page 19. 

John Starke (Class of 1911), at extreme left, and Wayne Patterson (Class of 1912), wearing a bowtie and 
seated next to Starke, were classmates at Georgia Tech. Both men had Columbus connections. The 
picture is from the H. Wayne Patterson Photograph Collection and is used courtesy of the Archives, 
Library and Information Center, Georgia Institute of Technology. 



The Starkes of Starke Avenue: 

Mary E. Grier and John M. Starke 

Part 1 

By 

Roger Harris 

The following article is an attempt at identifying somewhat fully Starke family members for whom 
Columbus's Starke Avenue was named. Mary E. Grier Starke (1830-1884) and her husband, John M. Starke 
(1823-1877), came to Columbus from South Georgia in 1865 and purchased the Wynnton property that 
was later known as the Starke Place. Their property, which was owned by the family until just after Mary 
Starke's death in 1884, included the house that dates from the 1830s and stands today at 1410 Starke 
Avenue. The Starkes, parents of two children who reached adulthood, are buried in graves-unmarked as 
of this writing-at Linwood Cemetery. Mrs. Starke's father, James Grier (1793-1855), as well as his siblings 
and parents, are discussed. Samuel C. Starke, Sr., (1777-1859), father of John M. Starke, is also 
addressed, along with other members of the Starke and related families. 



My desire to record the story of the Starkes of Starke Avenue evolved from my longstanding 
interest in the Grier family of Georgia. Because my paternal grandparents were cousins, I have two 
"doses" of Grier blood in my veins and an unusually strong commitment to documenting the lives of Grier 
family members. Given the fact that the Grier connection is so central to the story of the Starkes of 
Starke Avenue, I am taking this opportunity to provide some details concerning Mary Grier Starke's 
antecedents, as well as certain information about her husband, John M. Starke, their children, and related 
families. 

Mary and John Starke, the couple from whom Columbus's Starke Avenue 1 got its name, 2 were 
owners in the 19 th century of the Wynnton estate that became known as the Starke Place. 3 The property 
belonged to the Starkes from 1865 until 1884. 4 Despite their prominence in the community, both of the 



1 Feature devoted to Woodcrest development in Wynnton, Industrial Index, vol. 20, no. 52 (1926), 87; this 
Columbus publication features a photograph, made in April 1926, of sidewalks on Starke Avenue and indicates that it 
is a "new street in the making." As early as 1919, Columbus newspapers indicate that Starke (or Stark) Avenue, more 
than likely nothing more than an unpaved lane at the time, was already an established address used by residents and 
by local realtors. 

2 "John T. Starke Dies in Macon; Funeral Friday," Columbus Enquirer, September 23, 1954, 1; obituary 
contains direct reference to his family's association with the street: "The avenue was named for his family." 

3 " Administrator's Sale," Columbus Daily Enquirer, May 1, 1884, 2; advertisement indicates that "the 
residence and lot known as the Starke place" will be sold "at public outcry" as "the property of Mrs. Mary E. Starke, 
deceased." 

4 An abstract of title was compiled in 1917 for Mrs. Rhodes Browne and is found in the Rhodes Browne 
Collection in the Columbus State University Archives. Mrs. Browne, whose husband was a Mayor of Columbus, 
engaged T. Firth Lockwood, a prominent Columbus architect, to renovate the house in the mid-1920s. According to 
the abstract commissioned by Mrs. Browne, Hugh Dawson acquired the Starke Avenue property from his brother-in- 
law, Abner C. Flewellen, in 1861. Dawson, who died in 1862, is buried next to his wife, the former Lizzie Flewellen, in 
Columbus's Linwood Cemetery. William Bedell, who was given a deed to the property from the Dawson estate in 
1862, sold the property to John M. Starke on October 13, 1865 for $5,000. Etta Blanchard Worsley, who devotes only 
two small paragraphs to the house in Columbus on the Chattahoochee (234), refers to the structure at "1410 Starke 
Avenue" as "the handsome old home of Hugh Dawson" and places the date of construction at "around 1838." The 
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